
 

WIDER SPECTRUM GROUP RESPONSE TO RSPG CALL FOR COMMENTS  

On draft RSPG Opinion on a 6G spectrum roadmap 

 

 

Since 2015, the Wider Spectrum Group (1) has been following RSPG work and contributing to its 

workshops and public consultations relevant to the use of the UHF band, the 470-694 MHz band 

being the core spectrum for terrestrial broadcasting and PMSE. TV and radio each reach 80% of 

consumers weekly in Europe, who benefit from free to air services, while PMSE enables content 

creation and delivery enjoyed by everyone.  The ecosystem represented by the Wider Spectrum 

Group (Film, TV, radio, news media, music, and performing arts) accounts for €100 billion value 

added yearly and 2.5 M jobs in Europei.  

 

We therefore appreciate the opportunity to comment on the draft RSPG opinion on a 6G spectrum 

roadmap, which addresses the prospect for 6G in the band 470-694 MHz band in point 10. 

 

The first and most recent RSPG report listed in the draft opinion is the  RSPG 25-033 report 

“Assessment of future usage of the frequency band 470-694 MHz within the EU”, published end 

2025. The UHF report highlights important facts:  

 

“The data clearly show that use of the 470–694 MHz band in the EU is currently dominated by DTTB 

and PMSE, and most of the regulators do not anticipate any significant change to this situation.” 

(page 10) 

 

“The majority of EU countries currently have no plans to refarm the UHF band.” (page 11) 

 

“The majority of the regulators who replied are not currently considering the possibility to introduce 

additional services in the 470-694 MHz band” (page 10). 

 

“A majority of MS indicate a requirement to use the entire 470-694 MHz band for audio PMSE over 

the course of the next decade.” (page 4) 

 

The Wider Spectrum Group is surprised that none of those facts, which reflect the views of 

countries, administrations and regulators, are mentioned in the draft 6G opinion. This gives the 

impression that point 10 reflects only the viewpoint of some stakeholders, while prejudging the 

outcome of a complex process regarding specific discussions on the 470-694 MHz band and 

ignoring any impact on the incumbents of that essential band. This disrupts the balance of the draft 

6G opinion in that respect.  

The asks of the Wider Spectrum Group are the following: 

1- For fairness, balance and consistency, the final opinion should acknowledge the limitations 

to be expected in the majority of EU Member States for 6G use of the 470-694 MHz band, 

as outlined in the RSPG Report on UHF. 

2- In light of these findings, the final opinion should clarify that the 470-694 MHz band is not a 

suitable option for 6G in Europe, at least for the foreseeable future, because it cannot be 

implemented in a harmonized way in the majority of EU Member States.  

 

*** 

  

https://radio-spectrum-policy-group.ec.europa.eu/document/download/1f058f8e-0228-455c-b04e-24519da81c67_en?filename=RSPG25-033final-RSPG_Report_on_future_use_470-694_MHz_band.pdf


(1) Established in 2015, the Wider Spectrum Group at www.widerspectrum.org gathers European 

and national organisations around the societal and economic stakes of spectrum allocation for the 

content and cultural industry: 

- European Content: the European Broadcasting Union (EBU), the Association of European 

Radios (AER), the European Audiovisual Production association (CEPI), the UK free TV 

platforms Everyone TV , the umbrella association for German Film Industry (SPIO) ,the 

Spanish association of the private owned nationwide free-DTT broadcasters (UTECA), the 

German association of private media (VAUNET) 

- Networks: Broadcast Networks Europe (BNE); in addition, some of the TV and radio 

broadcasters above operate their own terrestrial broadcasting facilities  

- PMSE: the Association of Professional Wireless Technologies (APWPT) ; live performance 

Europe Pearle*; Save Our Spectrum (SOS)  

- Trade unions, viewers, listeners and consumers : The European Region of the Media, 

Entertainment & Arts sector of Union Global Union (UNI-MEI); European federation of 

Journalists (EFJ) ;The European Alliance of Listeners’ and Viewers’ Associations (EURALVA) 

;the Spanish Association of Users Communication (AUC); the Spanish Federation of 

Associations for the Quality of the Media (ICMedia); the Spanish coalition TDT Television 

Abierta ;the UK Voice of the Listener and the Viewer (VLV)  

 

This response is submitted by Jean-Pierre Faisan acting as secretariat@widerspectrumgroup.org 

 

 
i Sources detailed in Wider Spectrum Group presentation at 2025 European Spectrum Management conference 
and in Wider Spectrum Group Facts and Figures 2026. 
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