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Spectrum policy strongly impacts the creative and content industry (through terrestrial broadcasting 
and PMSE) from creation to distribution to consumers. It is also essential for European public service 
and democracy. 
 
Since 2015, the Wider Spectrum Group (1) has been following RSPG work and contributing to its 
workshops and public consultations relevant to the use of the UHF band as the core spectrum for 
terrestrial broadcasting and PMSE. TV and radio each reach 80% of consumers weekly in Europe, 
who benefit from free to air services, while PMSE enables content creation and delivery enjoyed by 
everyone.  The ecosystem represented by the Wider Spectrum Group (Film, TV, radio, news media, 
music, and performing arts) accounts for €100 b value added yearly and 2.5 M jobs in Europei.  
 
We therefore appreciate the preview on the next two years and the opportunity to comment on the 
RSPG work programme. We note that the work program mentions the sub 700 MHz band in two 
work items. 

- 6G spectrum roadmap (RSPG 1st Opinion) 
- Guidance for alternative use of the sub-700 MHz band in countries where spectrum is 

available in the band 
 
Both work items refer to the work of the subgroup “Assessment of future usage of the frequency 
band 470-694 MHz within the EU” and notably the related RSPG 25-033 report , published just one 
month ago. This report highlights important facts:  
 
“The data clearly show that use of the 470–694 MHz band in the EU is currently dominated by DTTB 
and PMSE, and most of the regulators do not anticipate any significant change to this situation.” 
(page 10) 
 
“The majority of EU countries currently have no plans to refarm the UHF band.” (page 11) 
 
“The majority of the regulators who replied are not currently considering the possibility to introduce 
additional services in the 470-694 MHz band” (page 10). 
 
“A majority of MS indicate a requirement to use the entire 470-694 MHz band for audio PMSE over 
the course of the next decade.” (page 4) 
 
1) Based on those facts, we expect that the 6G working group will clarify that this band is not 

an option to consider in Europe for the foreseeable future. The contrary would mean that 
Europe develops a roadmap irrelevant for the majority of Member States. 

2) Regarding the work item on flexibility, RSPG should also consider the terrestrial 
broadcasting innovation roadmap and PMSE requirements.   

a. This is justified by what is at stake, among which ‘longstanding commitments to public 
service and cultural resilience’ii and the prominence of European content and associated 
jobs. Enough spectrum must be available to support the further development of 
innovative audiovisual media and ensure the necessary frequency bands for PMSEiii. 

b. Therefore, flexibility for some Member States should not hinder evolutions for 
terrestrial broadcasting or PMSE usage including at European scale.  

c. Moreover, for legal certainty, guidance for flexibility must be anchored in the current 
framework: GE06, WRC-23 resolutions, and UHF Decision (EU)2017/899. 

 
 



 
 
 

*** 
(1) Established in 2015, the Wider Spectrum Group at www.widerspectrum.org gathers European 
and national organisations around the societal and economic stakes of spectrum allocation for the 
content and cultural industry: 

- European Content: the European Broadcasting Union (EBU), the Association of European 
Radios (AER), the European Audiovisual Production association (CEPI), the UK free TV 
platforms Everyone TV , the umbrella association for German Film Industry (SPIO) ,the 
Spanish association of the private owned nationwide free-DTT broadcasters (UTECA), the 
German association of private media (VAUNET) 

- Networks: Broadcast Networks Europe (BNE); in addition, some of the TV and radio 
broadcasters above operate their own terrestrial broadcasting facilities  

- PMSE: the Association of Professional Wireless Technologies (APWPT) ; live performance 
Europe Pearle*; Save Our Spectrum (SOS)  

- Trade unions, viewers, listeners and consumers : The European Region of the Media, 
Entertainment & Arts sector of Union Global Union (UNI-MEI); European federation of 
Journalists (EFJ) ;The European Alliance of Listeners’ and Viewers’ Associations (EURALVA) 
;the Spanish Association of Users Communication (AUC); the Spanish Federation of 
Associations for the Quality of the Media (ICMedia); the Spanish coalition TDT Television 
Abierta ;the UK Voice of the Listener and the Viewer (VLV)  

 

This response is submitted by Jean-Pierre Faisan acting as secretariat@widerspectrumgroup.org 

 

 
i Sources detailed in Wider Spectrum Group presentation at 2025 European Spectrum Management conference  
ii Quoting RSPG 25-033 page 21 
iii As is currently recognized for instance in Articles 7 and 8.5 of the Radio Spectrum Policy Program Decision No 
243/2012/EU 


