
 

WIDER SPECTRUM GROUP Feedback to the COMMISSION PROPOSAL for a Regulation on 

the Digital Networks Act (DNA) – dated 12 June 2026 

 

 

Created in 2015, the Wider Spectrum Group (1) now gathers 12 European and 8 national 

organisations around the societal and economic stakes of spectrum allocation for the content and 

cultural industry (see the presentation of the coalition at the end).  

The Wider Spectrum Group welcomes the objectives of the DNA provided that those valuable 

objectives apply also for the European content and cultural industry and the associated citizen and 

societal interest: 

- To reinforce EU competitiveness of the connectivity sector and industry at large 

- To develop the single market 

- To promote the interests of citizens, and 

- To support the objectives of other union policies relying on radio spectrum. 

 

The associated economic, employment and societal stakes are high1: the ecosystem and citizens 

represented by the Wider Spectrum Group (AV production, Film, TV, radio, news media, music, and 

performing arts) accounts for €100 b value added yearly and 2.5 M jobs in Europe. TV and radio 

each reach 80% of consumers weekly, who benefit from free to air services, while PMSE enables 

content creation and delivery enjoyed by everyone.   

 

The DNA proposal must be clarified with respect to terrestrial broadcasting and PMSE, because it is 

intended to replace the EECC and contains provisions that might directly or indirectly overshadow 

all or parts of the Radio Spectrum Policy Program and UHF Decision, which provided visibility and 

guarantees to our sector.  

 

Ask #1: Spectrum policy should remain supportive of terrestrial broadcasting and PMSE and 

fostering sectorial innovation.  

Spectrum governance impacts the creative and content industry from creation to distribution to 

consumers. Any future framework should explicitly recognise the public-interest function of the 470–

694 MHz band, which remains essential for terrestrial broadcasting, PMSE, media pluralism, cultural 

diversity, universal access to trusted audiovisual content and the resilience of national 

communication infrastructures in many Member States. 

 

The Commission proposal reckons the telco sector needs visibility through indefinite licenses but 

fails to address long term access to spectrum for terrestrial broadcasting or to even mention PMSE. 

Article 17 announces future spectrum strategy and roadmaps to be decided by technical comitology.  

 

In the view of the Wider Spectrum Group, it is for all three institutions of the EU, European 

Parliament, Council of the EU and European Commission, supported by its committees, to continue 

to decide on the strategy and roadmaps for the “radio spectrum”. For our sector, it is a matter of 

European jobs, of European competitiveness and European values. 

 

Ask #2: the DNA should ensure that broadcast radio remains included in all cars and 

extended to other vehicle categories.  

Protecting the presence of analogue and digital terrestrial broadcast radio in vehicles is essential to 

ensure that listeners can easily access radio content. The DNA should ensure that analogue and 

digital terrestrial broadcast radio is available across vehicle categories 

 

 

 
1 See Wider Spectrum Group Facts and Figures (2026) and the associated References in the resource section of 
www.widerspectrum.org 

https://widerspectrum.org/wp-content/uploads/Wider-Spectrum-Group-2026_prefinal2-1.pdf
https://widerspectrum.org/wp-content/uploads/Source-and-reprocess-facts-and-figures-1.xlsx
http://www.widerspectrum.org/


Ask #3: the DNA must enable innovation in broadcasting at European scale  

Flexibility for some Member States in the UHF band should not result in the single market moving 

backward for the content and cultural industry and the European citizens, trough the creation of 

technically divided national markets. Europe currently enjoys a strong cultural industry, unified 

around a core spectrum band shared by terrestrial broadcasting and PMSE. The size of the 

European market for devices is essential, and the DNA must support introduction of innovation at 

European scale (eg. 5G Broadcast). 

*** 

 

(1) Established in 2015, the Wider Spectrum Group at www.widerspectrum.org gathers European 

and national organisations around the societal and economic stakes of spectrum allocation for the 

content and cultural industry: 

- European Content: the European Broadcasting Union (EBU), the Association of European 

Radios (AER), the European Audiovisual Production association (CEPI), the trade 

association of Italian television and radio media Confindustria Radio TV (CRTV). the UK free 

TV platforms Everyone TV , the umbrella association for German Film Industry (SPIO), the 

Spanish association of the private owned nationwide free-DTT broadcasters (UTECA), the 

German association of private media (VAUNET) 

- Networks: Broadcast Networks Europe (BNE); in addition, some of the TV and radio 

broadcasters listed above operate their own terrestrial broadcasting facilities  

- PMSE: the Association of Professional Wireless Technologies (APWPT) ;  live performance 

Europe Pearle*; the Entertainment Technology Industry Alliance (ETIA); Save Our Spectrum 

(SOS), the European branch of the Wireless Microphone Spectrum Alliance (WMSA Europe). 

PMSE is also part of the production process of many content members. 

- Trade unions, viewers, listeners and consumers : The European Region of the Media, 

Entertainment & Arts sector of Union Global Union (UNI-MEI); European federation of 

Journalists (EFJ) ;The European Alliance of Listeners’ and Viewers’ Associations (EURALVA) 

; the Spanish Association of Users Communication (AUC); the Spanish coalition TDT 

Television Abierta ;the UK Voice of the Listener and the Viewer (VLV)  

 

This response is submitted by Jean-Pierre Faisan acting as secretariat@widerspectrumgroup.org 

 

http://www.widerspectrum.org/
https://www.ebu.ch/home
https://www.aereurope.org/
https://www.cepi-producers.eu/
https://www.confindustriaradiotv.it/
https://www.everyonetv.co.uk/
https://www.spio.de/
https://uteca.tv/
https://vau.net/verband/organisation-struktur/about-us-english/
https://broadcast-networks.eu/
https://apwpt.org/?lang=en
https://www.pearle.eu/
https://etia-community.org/
https://sos-save-our-spectrum.org/?lang=en
https://www.wmsa.org/wmsa-europe
https://www.uni-europa.org/sectors/media-entertainment/
https://europeanjournalists.org/
https://euralva.wordpress.com/
https://www.auc.es/
https://televisionabierta.es/quienes-somos/
https://vlv.org.uk/
mailto:secretariat@widerspectrumgroup.org

