Wider Spectrum Group’s response to RSPG questionnaire on the prospects for the
use of the 470-694 MHz band

4 November 2024

The Wider Spectrum Group welcomes the opportunity to answer the questionnaire to inform the work of the RSPG
Sub 700 MHz subgroup on a topic of prime importance for the Wider Spectrum Group.

We understand that the intent of the questionnaire is to gather facts and viewpoints arising from many sectors.
Facilitating this wider viewpoint is exactly what the wider spectrum group is about since its creation in
2015, and our answer is supported by 10 European and 8 national organizations belonging to

- Category “2 Networks” with Broadcast Networks Europe (BNE) representing 19 terrestrial operators
present in 21 European countries
- Category “3. Content” with

o the European Broadcasting Union (EBU), the world’s leading alliance of public service media,

o the Association of European Radios (AER), the voice of thousands of commercial radios from
17 European countries.

o the European Audiovisual Production association (CEPI) representing European

independent audiovisual producers from 19 national trade associations

the UK free TV platforms Everyone TV

the umbrella association for German Film Industry (SPIO)

the Spanish association of the private owned nationwide free-DTT broadcasters (UTECA)
o the German association of private media (VAUNET)

- Category “4 End users of spectrum” with

o the Association of Professional Wireless Technologies (APWPT) represents the interests of
users and manufacturers of wireless production equipment worldwide.

o live performance Europe Pearle* representing more than 13 000 managers of theatres, concert
venues, theatre production companies, orchestras, operas, ballet and dance companies,
festivals, promoters and other professional organisations in the performing arts in Europe.

o Save Our Spectrum (SOS) is an initiative, supported primarily by artists and musicians, to
secure radio spectrum for the cultural and creative industries

- Category “5. Other Interested Parties” trade union organisations; viewers, listeners and consumer
organisations

o The European Region of the Media, Entertainment & Arts sector of Union Global Union (UNI-
MEI) representing over 70 unions and guilds in the media, entertainment and arts sector in
Europe.

o European federation of Journalists (EFJ) the largest organisation of journalists in Europe,
representing over 295,000 journalists in 73 journalists’ organisations across 44 countries.

o The European Alliance of Listeners’ and Viewers’ Associations (EURALVA) gathering 10

national associations

the Spanish Association of Users Communication (AUC)

the Spanish Federation of Associations for the Quality of the Media (ICMedia)

the Spanish coalition TDT Television Abierta

the UK Voice of the Listener and the Viewer (VLV) promoting high quality broadcasting
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Those organizations share acommon view on the need to ensure that European and national policies regarding
frequency allocation preserve the potential for European growth, innovation and sustainable employment.

The 470-694 MHz band is essential to secure European content creation, production, and delivery through
broadcasting and PMSE, for the benefit of all users —viewers and listeners. Qualified and local employment
is fostered. Moreover, the current spectrum allocation supports a democratic and safer Europe, by
ensuring quality news, pluralism, and freedom of speech through trusted and regulated media, available
free-to-air, and through local events and debates.

You will find attached our responses in the excel format provided. We remain at your disposal to provide the
detailed sources substantiating the responses made (studies, policy papers, database).

This answer and the associated excel file can be made public as per RSPG transparency needs.

Response submitted by Jean-Pierre Faisan acting as secretariat@widerspectrumgroup.org
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