WIDER SPECTRUM GROUP FINAL INPUT TO THE DIGITAL NETWORKS ACT CALL FOR
EVIDENCE

The Union’s policy objectives of consumer welfare, industrial competitiveness, security and
resilience and environmental sustainability resonate strongly with the views of the 18 European
or national organisations members of the Wider Spectrum Group (1).

Among the options considered in the call for evidence, spectrum policy strongly impacts the
creative and content industry (through terrestrial broadcasting and PMSE) from creation to
distribution to consumers.

TV and radio each reach 80% of consumers weekly, who benefit from free to air services, while
PMSE enables content creation and delivery enjoyed by everyone. The ecosystem represented
by the Wider Spectrum Group (Film, TV, radio, news media, music, and performing arts) accounts
for €100 b value added yearly and 2.5 M jobs in Europe.

This social and economic importance is reflected in high level legislations: (i) the RSPP supports
further development of innovative audiovisual media and ensures the necessary frequency bands
for PMSE; (ii) the UHF Decision secures long term access to 470-694 MHz band for terrestrial
broadcasting and PMSE; (iii) the EECC contains essential provisions for the cultural sector and
the missions and values it supports. It recognises broadcasting services’ needs, such as spectrum
attribution procedures to be devised at national level and considers broader policies such as in
the area of culture.

Ask #1: Spectrum policy should remain supportive of terrestrial broadcasting and PMSE and
fostering sectorial innovation. The DNA must reflect the value terrestrial broadcasting and PMSE
bring to society, safeguarding citizens’ ability to access broadcast services and live events. It
should also uphold rules and mechanisms such as the must carry principle that secure the ability
of general interest media to reach everyone.

As recognized in the EECC, protecting broadcast radio’s presence in connected cars is essential,
ensuring listeners can easily access radio content. It is a secure, reliable, popular, anonymous
and free-to-air platform with no gatekeepers. Radio is a lifeline in case of manmade or natural
disasters. In a close future, 5G Broadcast may prove to be a technology game changer providing
terrestrial broadcasting with a direct reach to smartphones, also supporting crucial early warning
mechanisms to face crisis situations.

Ask #2: the DNA should ensure that broadcast radio remains included in all cars.
Ask #3: the DNA must enable innovation in broadcasting.




(1) Established in 2015, the Wider Spectrum Group at www.widerspectrum.org gathers European
and national organisations around the societal and economic stakes of spectrum allocation for
the content and cultural industry:

European Content: the European Broadcasting Union (EBU), the Association of European
Radios (AER), the European Audiovisual Production association (CEPI), the UK free TV
platforms Everyone TV , the umbrella association for German Film Industry (SPI1O) ,the
Spanish association of the private owned nationwide free-DTT broadcasters (UTECA), the
German association of private media (VAUNET)

Networks: Broadcast Networks Europe (BNE); in addition, some of the TV and radio
broadcasters above operate their own terrestrial broadcasting facilities

PMSE: the Association of Professional Wireless Technologies (APWPT) ; live performance
Europe Pearle*; Save Our Spectrum (SOS)

Trade unions, viewers, listeners and consumers : The European Region of the Media,
Entertainment & Arts sector of Union Global Union (UNI-MEI); European federation of
Journalists (EFJ) ;The European Alliance of Listeners’ and Viewers Associations
(EURALVA) ;the Spanish Association of Users Communication (AUC); the Spanish
Federation of Associations for the Quality of the Media (ICMedia); the Spanish coalition
TDT Television Abierta ;the UK Voice of the Listener and the Viewer (VLV)




